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Lifeways o the
Little Colorado River

From its headwaters in the mountains to the bottom of the Grand Canyon,
the Little Colorado River has sustained plants, animals, and humans since Livestock
the beginning of time.
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Salt

When | was young, my dad took me and my
brothers down the Salt Trail to the Little
Colorado River ... Navajos have been going
down there for salt for a long time, for our
ceremonies. — FRANKLIN MARTIN, DINE
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As part of older initiation traditions, it would
have been a rite of passage for male initiates
to make this long journey, a spiritually and
,;OQ« physically dangerous journey, down into the
Little Colorado River Gorge, down into the

/ Grand Canyon, to obtain salt from the salt
mines and then bring it back for their female
relatives. — LyLe BALENQuAH, Hop!
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"3‘% When I'm at the confluence, | feel my mind
"%Q ! is at peace. | say my prayers. | am part of
() ..
0, the canyon walls, the holy spirits there.
%@(/ — DeLores WiLsoN-AGUIRRE, DINE
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Life

All these waterways are connected. Any confluence,
where it connects two rivers and makes one, is
important because it’s like a whole new generation,
a whole new life coming in. — OcTavius SEOWTEWA, ZUNI
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Water

We sing for water. When we sing to
one tributary of water, we're praying
for all the water that it’s connected to.
— BENNETT WAKAYUTA, HUALAPAI

Water is sacred and is important to a
lot of cultural practices. — Dr. KARLETTA
CHier, DINE
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The Little Colorado River begins on the
White Mountain and flows north all the
way into the Grand Canyon. It gives life
to all the animals, all sorts of creepy
crawlers, even human people. — RamoN
RiLey, WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE
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Medicinal plants

Our people went to the Little
Colorado River to gather

ag Zuni
Communities medicinal plants for healing
180 ceremonies. — RamoN RILEY,
I look at the Little Colorado River as a source WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE
that helps all people in the towns and from -
G other tribes, as it flows north into the Grand
&2 E Canyon. — BERNADETTE ADLEY-SANTAMARIA, WHITE
MoUNTAIN APACHE
Sitgreaves
National Forest
‘ The Little Colorado River is an important river to
2 : | COLORADO the Navajo people, and culturally for many tribes "
| here in the Southwest. — Dr. KARLETTA CHier, DINE
5 ‘ ’ 5
)
v} 3 ¢
I Pinetop-Lakeside “ : 3 . > 10 N
3 ’ R L
, RIS | ,)
260 [ ,‘" :
Flagstaff ‘ E)E\Vgo Ql\“é \ ) I 3. , \ |I
: ‘ & S P \ } ’ [ Ny
s S N 5 . . ™ - ’ \ & )
CO/O@O’Q ‘ § \y“’l?“f : , )\ A z \' ' E ‘\'? ;
River § ’ L) O | ! o/ W‘?‘ " | ‘,\
ARizoNA | White Mountain Apache = ¢ Aot Haiyl e ‘\ 1 Shn
\ Area Enlarged White Mountalns Sy ! N ' " <2 -
A : Ll s V. \, % }" s « ‘L'r\ Y
: S Whiteriver 3
Phoenix b Orlglns

The Little Colorado River is like an
umbilical cord. It connects the Zuni

i GRAND CANYON people back to their place of origin.
TRUST — Jim ENOTE, Zuni
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Down in the confluence area, there is
also the Sipapuni, which is the cultural
origin point for Hopi ancestors.

— LyLE BALENQUAH, HopI
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