
 What it looks like to go from not grazed to  

permitted grazing 



 When, in 2015, the Beaver Ranger District  (Fishlake National Forest) 
allowed the permittee of Ten Mile Allotment to graze a 47.5-acre exclosure 
that had not been grazed in 6 years (except briefly by a few unauthorized 
cattle in 2012), the losses were appalling. 

 

 But a month later, the  Forest’s Range Program Manager  said 
measurements showed that the upland grazing “had met the 60% 
standard” (by being at 61% utilization.) 

 

 All 3 national forests in southern Utah (Fishlake, Manti-La Sal, and Dixie) 
use this 60% standard, which is regarded as “heavy grazing” in rangeland 
literature. 

 

 Holechek, et al. (1999) summarized 25 studies showing 30% utilization is 
superior ecologically and economically. 











 or how this permittee “met standard”” 
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