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Court Cases on Uranium Mining Threats to the Grand Canyon Region Dec. 15
  Press Release|December 12, 2016
MEDIA ADVISORY
U.S. Court of Appeals to Hear Back-to-Back Cases on Uranium Mining Threats to the Grand Canyon Region, Thursday Dec. 15 in San Francisco
The United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in San Francisco will hear oral arguments Thursday, December 15 on two key cases involving uranium mining on public lands near Grand Canyon National Park.
In the first case, Havasupai Tribe v. Provencio, the Havasupai Tribe, Grand Canyon Trust, Center for Biological Diversity, and Sierra Club challenge the United States Forest Service’s decision to allow Energy Fuels Resources to reopen the Canyon uranium mine, which was initially approved in the 1980s and had been closed since 1992. The federal agency permitted this “zombie” mine to reopen without analyzing the mine’s environmental impacts in light of changed circumstances in the intervening quarter-century.
The Canyon Mine is located on the Kaibab National Forest, a few miles south of Grand Canyon National Park, and is within a one million acre area that was withdrawn from mining in 2012 due to concerns about uranium mining’s environmental and cultural threats to the Grand Canyon watershed.  
Richard Hughes of Rothstein Donatelli LLP will argue on behalf of the Havasupai Tribe; Neil Levine of Grand Canyon Trust will argue on behalf of conservation groups.
The second case, National Mining Association v. Jewell, involves mining and uranium industries’ challenges to the Interior Department’s 20-year ban on new uranium mining claims on public lands adjacent to the Grand Canyon.
[image: Uranium claim map]
Download map here
The ban was requested in 2008 by Arizona’s governor, local governments, American Indian tribes, recreationists, and conservation groups concerned about a uranium mining boom’s impact on groundwater, cultural resources, and the iconic landscapes surrounding the Grand Canyon. It was issued by then-Interior Secretary Ken Salazar in 2012. The U.S. District Court for the District of Arizona upheld the ban in two rulings, one in 2013 and the other in 2014, and the mining interests appealed.
The nonprofit law firm, Earthjustice, will represent the Havasupai Tribe, Grand Canyon Trust, Sierra Club, Center for Biological Diversity, and National Parks Conservation Association in defending the ban. Department of Justice attorneys will also defend the Interior Department’s decision.

What: Arguments in Havasupai Tribe v. Provencio and National Mining Association v. Jewell before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
Where:
Courtroom 4, Room 260
James R. Browning U.S. Courthouse
95 Seventh St. 
San Francisco, Calif.
When: Approximately 9:30 a.m. PST, Thursday, Dec. 15, 2016

[image: Havasupai Tribe at Canyon Mine]
Three generations of Havasupai Tribe members perform a round dance in protest at the Canyon uranium mine, near Grand Canyon National Park.

Watch the oral arguments live on Thursday, December 15, 2016 › 
 

 Share This     




Press Release Contacts - Grand Canyon Uranium case San Fran 2016
CONTACTS
Ted Zukoski, Earthjustice, (303) 641-3149
Neil Levine, Grand Canyon Trust, (720) 339-0800
Richard W. Hughes, Rothstein Donatelli LLP, (505) 988-8004
Eric Bontrager, National Parks Conservation Association, (202) 770-7419
Sandy Bahr, Sierra Club-Grand Canyon Chapter, (602) 999-5790
Marc Fink, Center for Biological Diversity, (218) 341-2343
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